
Joe Foley,

Creggane,

Charleville,

Co. Cork

P56HEOg

29/rO/ZAZ5

To:

The Secretary,

An Bord Pleanala,

64 Marlborough Street,

Dublin 1,

v01 v902.

Re: Formal objection to Planning Application Ref. 323G35 - proposed wind Farm by
Garrane Green Energy Limited at the townlands of Garrane, Ballynagoul & Creggane, Co
Limerick.

Dear 5ir/Madam,

I wish to formally object to the proposed development (323635) of nine wind tuibines and
associated works which is to be located at the townlands of Garrane, Ballynagoul and
Creggane Co Limerick. The development is being proposed by: - Garrane Green Energy Ltd.

The reason for my objection is the huge impact the construction traffic will have on existing
vehicular traffic, Charleville town traffic congestion and public safety on the N20 Limerick
lCork road and on Charleville Main Street in particular. Charleville Main Street is widely
recognised as one of the most dangerous in the country, with ten fatalities in the past
number of years. As stated in the planning application, construction traffic is to travel
southbound on the N20 from Limerick - Foynes into Charleville town centre. Then turn left
off the main street onto R515, Kilmallock Road and then turn left again on L1537
Ballynagoul / Bruree road. This huge volume of extra traffic will add significantly to the
already very serious traffic jams that occur on a daily basis in Charleville town and adjacent
area. The notorious main street will become even more dangerous for pedestrians including
the school going children of the five schools located within the town and indeed all road
users"



Similar to Charleville town, the N20 Limerick to Cork road is an extremely busy road, it is the
link for all road traffic for two major cities. The section of the road between Charleville and

Croom is extremely narrow, with dangerous bends and has no hard shoulder. The location
of the entry site for the development is within this section of the road. My concern would
be if several delivery vehicles were to arrive at the site entrance at the same time it will
cause even more congestion on a road that's already at breaking point, with accidents
happening regularly. One of the worst accident black spots on this road is located within 400
metres of the site entrance. ln an article I am attaching which addresses the traffic volumes
it reads "the call locally is for a ring road around the town to take the HGV's off the street to
alleviate the L5,000 vehicles that use the main street daily". This means if this volume is

coming through the main street of Charleville they will also be travelling the N20 and will
have to pass the site entrance every day.

t am attaching other newspaper articles which highlight the concerns of both local people

and public representatives re Charleville town centre and N20 road traffic and public safety
issues. I hope An Coimisiun Pleanala will give the above concerns very serious consideration
and for the safety of the large number of road users and pedestrians, will not grant
permission for development 323635.

Regards,

!,r ftu,k.l-#--- t ='l
Joe Foley
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Charleville remembers
crash victims in
emotional ceremony
Ten white balloons were released to remember
1O pedestrians who died on the town's main
street, with attendees carrying banners saying
'Charleville says enough is enough'

Met Eireann issues multiple weather warnings as Hurricane Melissa
edges closer

READ NOW



charlevitte community Forum said urgent action is needed on road safety. picture:
Larry Cummins

THU, 16 MAY, 2024 - 20:15

SEAN MURRAY

A solidarity event to remember road traffic victims on
the N2CI e*rk to Limerick rcad took place in Charleville
this evening.

Ten white balloons were released to remember 10
pedestrians who died on the maln street in the town,
with attendees carrying banners saying "Charleville

says enough is enough" and "We deserve a safer main
street".

The event was organised by the Charleville
Community Forum, which said urgent action is needed
on road safety in the town and the wider area.
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'A[tthe towns and vittages are impacted by the huge

volumes of traffic and the horrific incidents that have now
become part of our everyday [ives," the forum said.

$
Enough is Enough. How much more do our
communities and emergency personnel have to
endure, before the much-needed raad
infrastructure is put in place? Decades of promises

of motorways and bypasses that never happened.

For years, locats have said the [ong-awaited bypass "can't
come soon enough"" Speaking to the lrish Examiner in

2022, undertaker Austin O'Matley said he had overseen the
funerals of six people kitted by trucks in the town centre
and witnesses near misses in Charlevi[[e nearty every day.

Undertaker Austin O'Malley said he had overseen the lunerats of six people kitled
by trucks in the town centre and witnesses near misses in Charleville nearly every
day. Picture: €ddie 0'Hare

llet Eireann lssues multiple weather warnings as Hurricane Melissa
edges closer

READ NOW



"The safety of elderly pedestrians is paramount and taking
big trucks out of the town wi[[ improve safety."

The upgrade of the N20 Cork-Limerick road is expected to
begin by 2027, and be completed by 2031. lt is expected to
cost in excess of €1bn.

It comes on what has been another devastating year so far
on lrish roads, with another road death in Mayo on
Thursday bringing the totaI number of deaths in2024to
73. This is 180/o more than the same period in2023.
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lharleville Community Forum to host further public meeting on town
lentre traffic

lharleville Community Forum chair Evelyn O'Keeffe.

ly Michael McGrath

lorkman
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-The past year was a horrendous one for the people both living in and frequenting Charleville town in that

two elderly people lost their lives in incidents involving heavy goods vehicles (HGVs) on the Main Street,

bringing to ten the number of people who have perished in similar circumstances in the last decade.

Little has changed since the most recent deaths to remedy the situation by Cork County Council, save for
glectronic signs at the southern and northern entrances to the town, urglng motorists to look out for

pedestrians.

Smaller signs telling people to use the controlled pedestrian crossings to cross the street have also beeri

erected, but to no great affect as they are too high up on poles to be seen. So, people continue to persist in
crossing the street heedlessly, still risking their lives.

[t is also hugely distressing for the drivers of these HGVs, and grossly unfair to them, as they already have

cm enormous responsibility ensuring that they safely negotiate the street without causing harm or damagt

to people or property.

-[he call locally is for a ring road around the town to take the HGVs off the street to alleviate the 15,000

trehicles using the Main Street daily.

Despite this being raised in Dail Eireann by Michael Moynihan TD, and at Cork County Council level by

Cllrs Ian Doyle and John Pau[ O'Shea, and being approved bythe T.I.L, and being further recommended b5

The Coroner for Co. Cork, who conducted the inquests in to the latest deaths, nothing has happened, at

Least outrvardly. This calls into question the effectiveness of the town's representation at both national
Local levels.

Charleville Community Forum organised a public meeting last June, but neither has this borne any fruit ir
providing an effective solution to the traffic problem. They have now organised a further public meeting

"f'or the Charleville Park Hotel for Monday evening, 29th January.

-Theywilt be inviting all local and national public representatives, and the members of the Cork County
Couuncil roads authority to be present to outline their response to providing Charleville with a ring road

that is so badlyneeded.

eommentingon the proposed meeting, communitycouncil chairEvelyn O'Keeffe said: "Charlevitle

Communify Forum wants better engagement befween Cork County Council, the local community, and ou

elected representatives. Too many announcements have been made over the years, and nothing delivered
on terms of HGVtraffrc reduction on Charleville's Main Street.

'The latest announcement from Cork County Council is just another feasibility study (see report on page

0) andwe knowhowlong that takes," she said.



'Putting table tops on the pedestrian crossings will have little effect on pedestrian deaths, and won't take

lne HGVoffof the Main Street.

'The meeting will give us a chance to pin down what is or what is not happening," Evelyn added.
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